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Introduction

The study with which we deal in the present paper aims at
investigating a rather neglected aspect of the migration
process, namely the integration of migrants into an urban
residential environment and is based on data collected in
1980 from a field survey conducted in Ankara among migrants
from Iskilip, a Central Anatolian town, 200 km northwest of
Ankara, as a follow-up to a migration research study
conducted in 1970.

The earlier study on the process of migration was based
on data collected from 167 townsmen and 65 villagers,
migrants from Iskilip and its hinterland, while the 1980 follow-
up study included 186 of those interviewed in the original
study as well as 169 additional households which had
migrated to Ankara between 1970 and 1980.
® Ankara, once a small Anatolian town having a population
of little over 10,000, witnessed a drastic change after being
selected as the new republic’s capital in 1924. The city is now
a regional center for the Central Anatolian region, a
metropolis and a growth pole with a population of almost 3
million. The heterogeneous population structure of Ankara is
compounded by changes over time so that what we have
now can be considered as an integrated, articulated
synthesis of the “culture” brought by immigrants, traditions of
the state bureaucracy, influence of Western capitalism, and
the like.

@ In the last 50 years, Iskilip has remained a town of less
than 20,000 people as almost all of the natural increase in
population has migrated to Ankara.

Traditionally, about two thirds of the “export activities” of
Iskilip were directed towards the regional market in shoe and
saddle making, weaving and production of various metal
items. The town has gradually lost its “export activity base”
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partly because of the relocation of these activities in Ankara,
and partly because of the introduction of new products which
eliminated the demand for such traditional goods. For
example, increases in mechanization reduced the demand
for saddles, and leather straps. Similarly, the introduction of
new types of locks, and door handles has eliminated their
traditional markets. Shoes and tailor-made clothing, on the
other hand, are examples of commodities for which demand
has not contracted. However, their production has concen-
trated in Ankara and Istanbul. The shift in this second group
of commodities has been affected by both the economies of
scale and externalities enjoyed by the larger cities as well as
increased fashion consciousness which has introduced a
certain volatility into the market.

Losing its share of the market has not been an immediate
or abrupt phenomenon for Iskilip, but a very gradual one. For
example, the first segments of the market for shoes to be lost
were shoes for young adults and middle and upper income
groups. Special types of shoes worn by mosque-goers are
still produced in Iskilip for national consumption, but it is
reported to be a rapidly shrinking market even in absolute
numbers. The services, which the town provides for its
agricultural hinterland, have not expanded at any scale
comparable to the loss it experienced in the regional
markets.

Migration and migrants

Before proceeding to deal with the issues concerning the
housing of the Iskilip migrants in Ankara, it will be informative
to examine the data about their demographic and socio-
economic characteristics. This examination will make it
possible to compare these migrants, first with their peers in
Iskilip in order to test whether they constitute a selective
group, and secondly with the population characteristics of the
city of destination, namely Ankara, to see if they form a
“marginal” or “informal” section' in the city, as argued by
some (MERRICK, 1976; SETHURAMAN, 1977: MAZUMDAR,
1979; PERLMAN, 1973; GEERTZ, 1963).

How representative of the sending community
are the Iskilip migrants?

Itis argued in the literature that migrants do not constitute “a
random sample of the population group from which they
originate” (IDRC, 1977). Migrants, in general, are young aduit
males, having higher educational attainment, coming from
wealthier families, and are the most knowledgeable ones
about the opportunities outside the sending community.
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